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The season of the resurrection, Easter, concludes the celebration of the resurrection of our Lord and             
Savior, Jesus Christ, with the great festival of Pentecost.  The Day of Pentecost is a celebration of coming 
of the Holy Spirit to the disciples.  Possibly in the same room where Jesus washed their feet, where they 
celebrated the Passover meal with Jesus and had their First Communion, where they first saw Jesus risen 
from the dead, the disciples received the Holy Spirit just as Jesus promised.  Acts 2:3 says that the Spirit 
came with the sound of a mighty rushing wind, and that tongues of fire rested on each of them. 
 
The disciples then spoke other languages as the Holy Spirit gave them ability, so that all the people in  
Jerusalem who were there celebrating the Harvest Festival, could hear the disciples speak about the life, 
crucifixion, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.  For Christians this marks the beginning of the 
Church, as Acts 2:41 says that about 3,000 people became believers in that Lord that day.  Now as Jesus 
promised, the disciples experienced the Holy Spirit in a new and wonderful way, which empowered them 
to share the Gospel with others and trust that indeed the Lord was always with them. 
 
However, chances are you have not experienced the Holy Spirit coming to you with the sound of a mighty 
wind.  You probably haven’t experienced tongues of fire dancing on your head.  You probably haven’t  
miraculously spoken in other languages you have never even studied.  Well, neither have I!  Yet we           
believe the Holy Spirit still has managed to come to us.  John 20 offers us another look at Pentecost.  It is 
a quieter Pentecost, but no less important.  It shows us that the Holy Spirit comes to us in a variety of 
ways, often quieter and less dramatic than what happened on the more famous Day of Pentecost. 
 
This story took place on the evening of Jesus’ resurrection, fifty days before the tongues of fire.  The door 
is locked and the disciples are trying to figure out what to do now Jesus is dead.  They are lost, confused, 
scared, and definitely not looking for a Pentecost miracle.  Then Jesus came and stood among them.  He 
offered them peace and he breathed on them, saying: “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  Finally, he sent them out 
of that room on a mission, saying: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  It’s another Pentecost 
moment, quieter to be sure, when the Holy Spirit is given to the disciples. 
 
I suspect for many of us, this is closer to how we experience the Holy Spirit.  God often comes to us in an 
hour of need, when we are lost, scared, and confused.  Here the Holy Spirit comes to us differently, in a 
still, small voice, quietly offering the gift of peace in an anxious moment.  The truth is that Jesus comes to 
us through the Holy Spirit, often when we need him most, and not always in loud and obvious ways.  It is 
often quiet and subtle. Maybe through a note from a friend, a song we hear, a coincidence we know is no 
coincidence, a Scripture passage we come across that is just what we need to hear. 
 
It is such quiet and subtle moments that tell us the Holy Spirit is active in our lives, and that 
the Lord really is always with us.   Did you know your first Pentecost moment was very likely 
your baptism?  I received the gift of the Holy Spirit when I was just under six months old at 
my baptism.  I don’t remember it, but I know it’s true.  It’s true for all of us.  Every baptism 
is a miracle, because every baptism represents a Pentecost moment, when we are given the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, as we are baptized into Jesus Christ.  Remember to learn the day of 
your baptism and celebrate the day you received the Holy Spirit. 

 
So, come back with me to the moment when Jesus breathed on the disciples and gave them the Holy 
Spirit. Remember that he also said, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  These amazing words 
are among those which inspired me to enroll in seminary.  Here we see that Jesus gives us the Holy Spirit 
so that we might carry on his mission in the world.  In other words, we are given the Holy Spirit to be              
witnesses of God’s love and the Gospel of Jesus Christ in our community, and we are given the Holy Spirit 
to love our neighbors near and far away, helping and serving them with whatever need. 
 
You are in my prayers, 
 
 
 
 



 

ULC Worship in  
 
 

Graduate Recognition and Blessing Sunday – May 31 
This year as is our custom, we celebrated our congregation’s high school graduates 
with a slide presentation, special gifts, and cupcake and punch reception.  Four                   
Paul and Bonnie Cox Education Scholarships were also awarded.  Here are our 
graduates in 2026, and please note that “*” denotes graduates who received one of 
our scholarships): 
 
Rylan Burke   Tucker Lovejoy  Easton Sivertson 
*Talen Bursinger   *Caleb Reynolds  *Brooklyn Strom 
     *Kylie Schmaltz 

 
 

 
Picnic and Praise Worship – Begins June 3 

Summer Wednesday Worship will begin June 3.  We will picnic (indoors) with 
simple yet delicious meals at 5:00pm, and praise God through worship with Holy 
Communion at 6:00pm.  Our sermon series on Wednesdays will focus our atten-
tion on the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
 
· Last Supper: Did We Just Receive an Inheritance? 
· Betrayal and Arrest: Have We Run Away from Jesus? 
· Trial of Jesus: How Did the World Get This Way? 
· Jesus before Pilate: Aren’t People More Important Than Politics? 
· Crucifixion and Death: How Deep is God’s Love for Us? 
 
Summer Meals 
June 3rd: sub sandwich and potato salad or chips 
June 10th: hot dog, veggies and chips 
June 17th: baked potato with or without chili 
June 24th: meatball sub and chips 

 
 

Worship on Synod Assembly Weekend – June 7 
On June 5-7, the Eastern North Dakota Synod will be in session in Fargo.  The highlight 
of the assembly will be to elect a bishop.  Our current bishop, Tessa Moon Leiseth, is 
eligible for a second and final six-year term.  Our representatives at the assembly are 
Paula Cox, Joanna Pearson, and Pastor Tom.  Worship at ULC this Sunday will        
include a special sermon recorded by Bishop Tessa for the occasion of this 
synod assembly. 
 

 
Father’s Day Worship – June 21 

Please join us for worship on Father’s Day!  The day will include a “Father’s Day Litany”, 
special music, and a gift for all our dads.  We will also serve brunch (eggs, sausage, 
biscuit and gravy, and fruit).  There is no cost, except we will receive a free will                 
offering for Love in Action.  So, wake up your dad early, and treat him to worship and 
breakfast. 



Let Freedom Ring – 250 Years of Grace 
 

This July 4 marks 250th birthday of the United States of America.  We often speak of personal freedom, 
but one of our greatest benefits as a congregation is that we live in a nation where we freely                     
assembly to worship God in accordance with our traditions.  We do so twice each week.  Here are 
some things we are doing in honor of this special celebration: 
 

250 Pounds of Food 
 

How about we donate 250 pounds of food to the Salvation Army Food Cupboard in each of the months 
of June and July?  We will keep a running total starting June 1.  Please purchase your food and bring it 
to ULC and place it near the wood cross in the narthex.  If you prefer to donate cash, every $2 will be 
considered one pound of food. 
 
 

250 Acts of Kindness 
 

Join us as we seek to follow our Lord’s command to love one another as He has loved us.  Will you 
please let us know about acts of kindness you have experienced – something you have done for               
someone or something someone has done for you?  You can do so by briefly recording the act on the 
card we are providing for you, and then placing that card in the red, white, and blue box in the                  
narthex.  We will keep a running total for you in the narthex, and if it seems right, we will publish 
these acts so that we all can benefit from them. 
 
 

250th “Birthday Worship Service” and Picnic in the Park 
 

While ULC is celebrating 75 years of ministry in Grand Forks, at the same time we are celebrating 250 
years as the United States of America.  So, in honor of both, please join us for this special summer            
Picnic and Praise event: 
 

What: Picnic and Praise, Supper and Worship 
Where: University Park Shelter 1 

When: Wednesday, July 1 at 5:00pm 
What Else: Wear your red, white, and blue 

Meal and Desserts: Will be provided 
 
We will reserve chairs for people to sit for worship, but you are also more than welcome to bring your 
own lawn chairs.  Rides can be provided from the church parking lot to the park.  Look for the sign-up 
sheet in the narthex. 
 

More Fun: 
Cornhole, Bubble Contests 

            Horseshoes, Splash Park 
                               Patriotic Costume Contests 

 
 

250th Birthday Hymn Sing and Worship 
 

Please join us on Sunday, July 5th for worship with a special hymn sing.  We will 
sing some of our favorite patriotic songs of faith, as well as tell the story behind the 
song.  There will also be a message of freedom on that day, but not just freedom in 
our nation, but the freedom we enjoy in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  After 
worship, we will enjoy an ice cream social. 



 
Women of the ELCA Summer Bible Study - “I Am Worthy” 

 

This summer, Women of the ELCA participants will gather in Des Moines, Iowa, 
under the theme “I am worthy.”  When Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah 
Gbowee spoke in 2017, she invited WELCA participants to reclaim space for wom-
en and girls to lead and love in bold ways. This three-part Bible study will help us 
to define who we are, what we can be, and what we do in the world, in light of 
our God-given giftedness, identities and relationships. 
 

On Friday, June 19 at 10am, we will begin with, “I am created in God’s image. 
No matter what anyone else says.”  We’ll begin with the story of God’s creation and the “very goodness” 
that is spoken over every human being.  We will look at various scripture texts that have been used to 
undermine, silence and degrade women for centuries.  But we will also hear how those same scriptures 
can be read as invitations to new freedom, community and vocation for people, regardless of gender, for 
all people were made in God’s image. 
 
Upcoming Studies: July 10:  “I am more than one thing: Honoring our many identities.” 
   August 7:  “I am because you are: We need one another.” 
 
 

Calling All Men - “Three Men of Faith in John” 
 

We are Calling All Men to our new monthly Bible study entitled, “Three Men of Faith 
in John”.   This month we are studying the unnamed man born blind from John 9.  
We have just learned of this man at Sunday worship during Lent, now let’s talk fur-
ther about him as a group of faithful men.  Gentlemen, will you please join us on 
Saturday, June 20 at 8:30am in the Fellowship Hall.  We will pray, eat pizza, 
and see how these three men and their faith journeys might help us as we journey 
in faith in this present day. 
 

 
Thursday Morning Bible Study - “Some Interesting Biblical Questions” 

 

For the month of June, we will study some questions that maybe you have thought of before, or maybe 
you haven’t.  These are four single session Bible studies: 
 
June 4: Is Your Dog’s Life More Valuable Than a Stranger’s? 
  How Much Do We Value Human Life? 
June 11: Isn’t an Eye for Eye Unjust? 
  Are We to Take the Bible Literally? 
June 18: Are People Basically Good? 
  Is A Baby Really a Sinner?   
June 25: What Good Is Religion? 
  Aren’t Most Wars About Religion? 
 
Please join us at 9:30am in the fellowship hall.  Go ahead and invite your friends!   
Coffee and treats are always part of the fun. 

ULC Adult Education in June 

ULC Visitation Team 
 

The ULC Visitation Team will meet Friday, June 19, at 1:00 pm 
 in the narthex to write cards to our homebound and nursing home members.   

Please join us! 



Mission of the Month – Love in Action 
Our Mission of the Month in June is Love in Action.  All contributions to our Noisy                 
Offering will be given directly to them.  Love in Action is a non-profit faith-based or-
ganization just down the street from us – 818 University Avenue.  Its vision is to 
reach the unreached with the Gospel of Jesus Christ by bringing relief to people who 
need  direct support with physical and spiritual needs, while at the same time fulfilling 
the Great Commission to make disciples of all nations. 

 
 

Wheels to Worship 
If you are interested in a ride to worship in our church van, call the church            
office and we will have someone pick you up.  Please call Wednesday by 
noon for Wednesday worship, or Friday by 5:00pm for Sunday worship.  
Small children will need proper boosters or car seats. 

Summer Stewardship 
 

At the end of April our general fund shortfall was $21,019.  This is a great improve-
ment from our shortfall of $32,600 at the end of March.  However, we have a ways to 
go, plus summer is at hand, which likely means giving will be down.  So, we ask you 
to keep up your pledges and other offerings this summer and look for the Summer 
Stewardship mailing which will be mailed to you in early June.  As always, thank 
you for your generosity towards ULC! 

ULC Custodial Position 
 

In the early part of 2026, our longtime custodian, Harold “Pork” Stoller, retired.                   
We thank both Pork and Cindy for their many years of service to Christ and to this              
congregation. 
 

In case you haven’t noticed, Don and Heather Miller are now serving as our custodians 
and doing a great job.  Of course, they are very familiar faces to us!  Please stop and 
say “Hello” to them if you see them and let them know how great the building is                 
looking. 
 

 
Donation Table in the Narthex 

 

Thank you to the many people who left donations on the table in the narthex over 
the past months.  However, the volume of items was growing, and the table has 
been looking messy.  So, the Church  Council kindly asks that any items people wish to 
part with be taken to a local thrift store. Please note: This does not preclude people bringing            
garden produce in the fall.  We welcome tomatoes, zucchini, squash, cucumbers, and so on, 
from your gardens. 

90th Birthday Open House for 

Betty Bloomquist 
 

Sunday, June 7       2:00-5:00pm 
@University Lutheran Church 

 

No gifts please,  
Your presence is gift enough. 



Youth News 
 

Rhubarb Festival - June 13 
We need ULC youth to help wait tables in the Fellowship Hall for the upcoming Rhubarb Festival.  
You were amazing once again during the Salad Luncheon.  Thank you!   
Please let Phoebe or Pastor Tom know if you can join us for the festival. 
 

 
Sundaes on Wednesday in June 

Middle school and high school youth, please join us each Wednesday for our weekly 
youth night: Sundaes on Wednesday.  We meet from 7:30-9:30 for fun and growth.  
Most weeks will include ice cream sundaes with toppings, a fun or learning event, and 
flashlight devotions.    
June 3:  S’mores and other outside fun 
June 10:  Surprise! 
June 17:  Summer Scavenger Hunt 
June 24: Special Service Project 
 

 
Youth Reading Challenge 

Pastor Tom challenges you to read the Gospel of Matthew with him in June and July.  This Gospel is               
28 chapters, so that will mean reading about 3 chapters a week.  You will be provided with a simple 
reading plan to follow for this challenge.  Bring any questions you have to Sundaes on Wednesday, as we 
will use the Gospel Matthew for our flashlight devotions. 

VBS will be August 3rd-6th 
All 3 year olds through 6th grade may attend.  

(Grade goes by the one just completed in the 2025-2026 school year.) 

Drive-Thru Prayer 2026 
 

This is our fifth summer with Drive-Thru Prayer.  It is our hope to reach 
out to our community with prayer.  We are inviting people to drive through 
our parking lot, and without ever leaving the comfort of their vehicle, to 
receive prayer for whatever they request.  We will also give every person 
some cold water, a treat, and a gift from ULC. 
 

 
We need volunteers to help pass out gifts and assist sometimes to assist with prayer. In June, we will of-
fer prayer on two Thursdays, June 11 and June 18.  On those days, Drive-Thru Prayer will be open 
from 7:30am-9:00am and 11:30pm-1:00pm.  If you would like to help with any of these sessions, 
please indicate so in the sign-up sheets in the narthex. 
 
Please pray for the Lord to use this ministry of our congregation to connect the people of our community 
to their Lord and Savior through prayer.  We will do some publicity for this event but can use your help 
too.  Tell your friends within our church and from other churches and traditions about Drive-Thru Prayer, 
and feel free to come in your own car. 



Blizzard Bingo - June 28, 5:00pm 
 

BLIZZARD BINGO is back.  Please join us on Sunday, June 28, for 15 games of 
ULC Bingo.  Each game will win a $10 gift card, until the final game of Blackout, 
where the winner will take home a $30 gift card.  Join us at 5:00pm for hot dogs, 
chips, and ice cream, and then Bingo will begin at 5:30. We also hope to do this in 
the month of August. 

Frost Fire Summer Theatre Presents 
Come From Away 

Saturday, July 11 
 

Our amazing ULC Church Council has secured a bus to drive us to                
Walhalla, North Dakota, on Saturday, July 11, to see the Frost Fire         
Summer Theatre’s presentation of the hit musical “Come From Away”.  
Please stay tuned to bulletins for more information about times and cost of 
tickets.  We plan to go to the 7:00pm show but will leave early enough to 
eat supper before the musical (meatballs, mashed potatoes, gravy, veggie 
and dessert!), so your cost (probably around $40) will include both the 
meal and the ticket.  The bus will be free for you, and rumor has it that we 
have the remarkable Carson John Neal driving the bus. 
 
“Come From Away” is a musical based on the events in the Newfoundland town of Gander during the 
week following the September 11 attacks, when 38 planes, carrying approximately 7,000 passengers, 
were unable to enter US airspace, and then ordered to land unexpectedly at Gander International                  
Airport.  The characters in the musical are based on actual Gander residents and the stranded travelers, 
dubbed “come from aways”, they housed and fed.  It is an incredible, true story of how tragedy begets 
human kindness, how generosity towards others makes a real difference in times of crisis, and how hope 
emerges amidst the world’s darkest times. 

Raffle Basket Winners from WELCA Spring Salad Luncheon: 
 
Quilt - Martha Haug      Adventure Awaits - Pauline Lileng 
Coin/Stamp Collection - John Watts    Let’s Play - Carl Iseminger 
Tupperware - Ray Wilkens     Company’s Coming - Jackie Wiens 
When Life Gives You Lemons - Jasmine Wangen  Spring Picnic - Del Hirschmann 
Blessed - Deb Christopherson     Planting Fun - Del Hirschmann 
Pampered - Ray Wilkens     Spa Day - Deb Daniels 
Kindle/Cover - Addie Farmer     Teeing Off - Genny Olson 
Grill It - Janet Kuhl      Container Gardening - Rita James 
Lake Time - Joanna Pearson     April Showers/May Flowers - Del Hirschmann 
Ely’s Ivy - Janet Kuhl 
 



WELCA NEWS JUNE 2026 

Hey ULC -- It’s Rhubarb Time! 

The WELCA Board would like to put you in the mood for all things RHUBARB 
by inviting you to participate in this year’s Rhubarb Festival preparation and 
the main event itself on June 13th.  Don’t forget to: 

« Donate a gift basket for our raffle (please drop them off at the church 
office) 

« Quilt/basket raffle tickets can be purchased before and after church and 
on the day of the festival. 

« Check out the sign-up sheet in the narthex to let us know you want to 
help at the event. 

« June 11th – Come at 1:00 pm to help make the salad and prep food for 
the big day. 

« June 12th – Come help us set up for the festival at 1:00 pm and start 
bringing your rhubarb treats for the bake sale or dessert table during 
the luncheon.  

« Come to the Rhubarb Festival on Saturday, June 13th,                             
from10am to 1pm. Lunch is only $10.00! 

 
Please contact Lara or Debbie for more information or if you have any questions.  

We can’t wait to see you at the RHUBARB FESTIVAL! 

Peace and rhubarb be with you all, 

Lara Dando and Debbie Watts, Co-Presidents 

WOMEN  
OF THE ELCA 
Purpose  
Statement 
 

As a community of 
women  
created in the image of God,  
called to discipleship  
in Jesus Christ,  
and empowered by  
the Holy Spirit, 
 

We commit ourselves to  
grow in faith, affirm our gifts,  
support one another in our  
callings, engage in ministry  
and action,  and promote  
healing and wholeness  
in the Church, the society,  
and the world. 

32nd Annual  
Rhubarb Festival  

 
    Saturday, June 13, 2026 

    10:00am to 1:00pm 
 

University Lutheran Church 
2122 University Avenue Grand Forks ND 

 
Luncheon $10.00  

(Turkey salad, rhubarb salad, roll & dessert) 
or Dessert & Coffee $5.00 

 
All Rhubarb Bake Sale 

Quilt/Basket Raffle 
Craft & Quilt Sale 





 
University Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting 
May 19, 2026 

  
 
Members Present: Jessi Saylor, Jennifer Frederikson, LeAnn Barendt, Katie Hess, Matt Solberg, John Neal, 
Kevin Meyer, Dan Melberg, Evonne Lopez, Jamie Boe, Joanna Pearson, Chris Rydland, Pastor Tom Colenso 
 

Devotions: Read from Acts, Chapter 2 

Minutes from April 21, 2026: Approved  

Treasurer’s Report: Both March and April reports were approved.  
 
Pastor’s Report: David Badman is building handrails for the step up and down from the chancel area.            
They will be removable and will help ensure the safety of individuals stepping up to lector, serving               
communion, etc.  Plan to do some Drive-Thru Prayer this summer.  Wednesday Worship on July 1 is in                
University Park; we will have food and dessert. Spread the word!  
 
Old Business: 
• Kitchen Remodel – the group has met a few times and continues to discuss layout/design options. 

Meeting again Thursday, May 21.  
• Summer Stewardship Mailing – will go out soon 
• Synod Assembly is June 5-7 – Still looking for one male voting member to join.  
• Frost Fire – discussions continue regarding plans to take a group to the musical, “Come From Away”, 

one day in July. Considering July 11, the 7pm show. We will be able to get a Triangle Bus for 
transport, and motion was approved to cover the expense of the bus from the Evenson Memorial 
Fund.  

 
New Business: 
• Donation items being left in the narthex – the volume of items is growing, and that table does not 

look great. The council kindly asks that any items people wish to part with be taken to a local thrift 
store.  

 
Ministry Reports: 
 
Education: The church school year has concluded. Elementary age activities will be occurring every few 
weeks throughout the summer, during the Wednesday worships. VBS is set for August 3-6; the theme is still 
being finalized. 
Property: The parking lot has been cleaned, and the vine on the east side of the building has been trimmed 
back. 
Worship: Wednesday Worship on July 1 will be held at University Park. 
Youth: Had a confirmation/youth party at Pizza Ranch and the group had fun! 
Mission Endowment: Nothing to report 
 
WELCA: Salad luncheon was a success, brought in just over $5,000. Working with Culinex to get the coffee 
pots replaced. The Rhubarb Festival is set for June 13. Rhubarb cookbook is being put together and will be 
available for purchase at the festival. Lutheran World Relief packages are ready to go out (51 quilts, 36 baby 
layettes, 21 school kits, and 16 health kits). 
 
ULC Men’s Group: Nothing to report 
 
Next meeting will be Tuesday, June 16, 2026, at 6:30pm 
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WORSHIP & EVENT SCHEDULE 
 
SUMMER SUNDAY WORSHIP  
10:00am   WORSHIP 
11:00am   Fellowship 
 

SUMMER WEDNESDAY PICNIC & PRAISE 
5:00pm   Supper   
6:00pm   WORSHIP  
7:30pm   Sundaes on Wednesday (Youth Group) 
 
Sundaes on Wednesdays 
June 3, 10, 17, and 24  8:00pm 
 
WELCA Bible Study 
Friday, June 19   10:00am 
 
WELCA Rhubarb Festival 
Saturday, June 13   10:00am-1:00pm 

 
 
Thursday Morning  
Bible Study 
June 4, 11, 18, 25    9:30am 
 
Calling All Men 
Saturday, June 20   8:30am 
 
Drive Thru Prayer 
Thursdays, June 11 and 18 
7:30-9:00am 
11:30am-1:00pm 
 
Blizzard Bingo 
Sunday, June 28  5;00pm 
 
 
See inside for much more! 


