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I am so excited to have our first intern, Pastor Morgan Olson and her family, here at ULC.  However, Morgan is 
not my first intern.  Our synod has called on me to supervise interns who have served their internships in             
parishes without pastors.  So, I have supervised interns at St. Marks in Grand Forks, the Central Valley Parish 
in Reynolds and Buxton, the Finley Sharon Lutheran Parish, Northwood Evangelical Lutheran and Washington 
Lutheran Parish, and Our Savior’s Lutheran in Larimore.  I have found these experiences to be personally            
enriching, and now I am excited to share this ministry with all of you. 
 
Still, we do not have Morgan to ourselves.  Until September 2027, she will also be serving at St. Paul’s              
Lutheran in Honeyford.  We will share her twenty hours apiece each week, but I am certain it won’t be long 
before you wish she would be with us full-time.  I say this because I believe we will enjoy her time with us as 
much as I have enjoyed my time with the previous eight interns that I have been blessed to supervise.              
Morgan is a very talented pastor with a lot of energy.  She will not do everything at ULC, but she will be              
involved in everything she wants to experience in her year with us. 
 
Margo and I had a wonderful internship experience at Augustana Lutheran in Portland, Oregon.  We were 
there September 1, 1987, to August 31, 1988.  Northeast Portland was a very unique inner-city experience for 
us.  The day we moved in a passerby asked me if I wanted to buy a brand-new VCR.  I found myself                      
wondering where it was stolen from as I politely lied that we already had one.  Next door to us lived two            
beautiful children under the age of five.  Sadly, their mom sold drugs out of their house.  However, the                 
congregation was absolutely amazing, I learned so much, and Margo and I had a lot of fun. 
 
I preached twelve sermons that year.  We had no funerals, no weddings, and no confirmation students.                    
I visited lots of aging people, started a new youth program for them, learned to love teaching adult Bible 
study, wrote my first puppet play that debuted Christmas Eve 1987, and had a really nice office.  This reminds 
me.  You should definitely stop by and visit Morgan in her office.  She has moved into what was once the                  
Stephen Ministry lounge.  When you are there, you can think of me in my bare office in Portland, Oregon, with 
a few books and pictures on my shelves.  Morgan’s office is prettier! 
 
My supervisor was Pastor Mitch Jones.  He was a wonderful supervisor who became a friend and colleague.  
Surprisingly, he allowed me to load eleven middle school youth into a conversion van and drive them all by  
myself, 333 miles, to Chelan, Washington, where we boarded a ferry for a two-and-a-half-hour boat ride on 
Lake Chelan to a retreat at Holden Village.  It was an amazing event and experience for the Augustana                
Lutheran youth, and especially for their intern pastor.  However, on the way home we traveled through the 
Columbia Gorge in a terrible storm and did not arrive home until 2:30 in the morning. 
 
I wonder what kinds of experiences Morgan will have here with us at ULC!  One thing for sure, I hope you all 
will consider yourself teachers this year.  It’s not that you know more about church than Morgan.  This is just 
me remembering how much individual members of that Portland congregation taught me that year.  As I write 
this I think especially about Aggie Anderson.  She was 70 years old at the time and had recently retired.  She 
was amazing and involved in almost everything at Augustana.  She once gave me this kernel of wisdom:                
“The best pastors are those who are kind and take time to listen.” 
 
Allow me to say that none of us by ourselves knows everything about church.  But maybe Aggie’s words are a 
good place for us to start.  Wherever we are and whatever we are doing this next year, let’s strive to be kind 
and take time to listen to others, and I’ll add, in Jesus’ name.  And one more thing, people of God, do me this 
favor.  Show Pastor Morgan what you have shown me for 33 years, that the best part about serving as pastor 
in a congregation is love.  That may sound overly sentimental at first, but once a very wise Bishop Rick Foss 
told a group of pastors, “Love your people, and I bet they will love you back.”  
 
This is most certainly true!  You are in my prayers, 
 
 



Worship Matters 
 

 
World Communion Sunday 

October 4 
We will join Christians across the world celebrating Holy Communion on the first 
Sunday in October.  We call this World Communion Sunday, and we do it not only for 
the grace, forgiveness and love provided in the meal, but also as a sign of Christian 
unity.  The first celebration of World Communion Sunday was held on October 1, 
1933, at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, to emphasize unity at a time 
of great global tension.  On this day we remember that Christ’s table is worldwide 
and everyone who calls on the Lord is welcome.   
 

 
Bible Wednesday and Sunday 

October 7 and 11 
We are happy to announce Bible Wednesday is October 7 at the 6:00pm worship 
service, and Bible Sunday is October 11 is the 10:00am worship service.                    
On these days, our three-year-old children receive story Bibles, second-grade 
children receive Bible story books, and third-grade children receive the Holy Bible 
(NRSV).  Thank you to our ULC Women of the ELCA for providing the story Bibles 
and NRSV Bibles for our children. 

 
 

New Member Sunday and Wednesday 
October 18 and 21 

We are looking for people who are interested in becoming a member of our ULC 
family and providing new member events to publicly receive them into our            
congregation.  The dates are Sunday, October 18 and Wednesday, October 21.  
We are inviting new members to join us for a new member orientation on         
Thursday, October 15, 6:30pm in the lounge.  If you are interested in becoming 
a new member of ULC or you know someone who would, please contact Pastor 
Tom or the church office. 
 

 
Confirmation Sunday 

October 25 
Our 10th grade class is preparing to affirm their baptismal faith and be confirmed by 
our congregation on Sunday, October 25 at the 10:00am worship service.                      
10 students are eligible to be confirmed.  All ULC members are encouraged to               
attend Confirmation Sunday worship to support these young women and men, and 
to celebrate with them at a special reception which will follow the service. 
 

 
Honey Wednesday and Sunday 

October 14 and 18 
We are hosting Honey Wednesday and Sunday again this October.  You can purchase 
honey to care for youth at Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch.  In this small way, you can 
change the course of a young life.  Honey Days are hosted by congregations across 
the US, to support the residential and educational programs at Dakota Boys and Girls 
Ranch. 
 
If you would like to help, all you have to do is order your bottle or bottles of honey at ULC on                   
Wednesday, October 14 or Sunday, October 18.  We suggest a minimum $10 donation for each 11-ounce 
bottle of delicious honey.  Then, wait for your bottle of Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch honey to arrive in 
the mail.  It’s a tasty way to help a child. 



Eighth Annual Calling All Men Fish Fry 
October 11 

 
ULC Calling All Men are hosting the Eighth Annual Fish Fry on Sunday, October 11, 
from 5:00 to 6:30pm.  Once again, we will have both in-person and drive-thru meals.  
The walleyes were caught this summer by ULC members at Devils Lake.  Thank you 
especially to Kevin and Shelly Meyer and Gary and Genny Olson for their fishing              
talents! The fish will be served with baked potato, baked beans, cole slaw, roll, and   
dessert.  Please call the church office to reserve your spot – in person or         
drive-thru.  The cost of the event is a free will offering!  All proceeds will go to ULC. 

 
 
 

17th Annual Trunk or Treat Festival 
October 31 

 
Come and spend Halloween with us!  On Saturday, October 31, we will host our    
17th annual “Trunk or Treat” festival from 3:00-5:00pm in our church parking lot.             
We are hoping as many of you as possible will decorate the trunk of your car, van, 
SUV or truck.  You can be as simple or elaborate as you want.  You can even dress 
up yourself! A light supper of hot dogs and chips will also be served. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: We are inviting ULC members and friends who have businesses or serve             
nonprofit organizations to have trunks as well. 
 
At 3:00pm, Children will move from trunk to trunk to receive whatever treat you are giving away.                   
How about 20 trunks this year?  We are also willing to provide treats for your trunk, or we can also              
supplement whatever you decide to bring.  Let us know if you would like us to help.  Will you assist us 
with this ministry project? 
 
PLEASE NOTE: We are also collecting non-perishable food for the Salvation Army Pantry.  
One trunk will be open to collect these items. 

University Lutheran Family Event 
Fall Fun at Patch on the Point! 

Friday, October 16 
5:30–7:30 p.m.  

Point Paradise Stables 
20753 440th Ave. SW, East Grand Forks. 

 
Enjoy farm animals, lawn games, a giant slide, 

and time together! All ages are welcome. 
 

University will cover admission for everyone who signs up. 
Food, pumpkins, and other  

purchases are at your own expense. 
 

Please sign up by October 11  
on the paper signup sheet outside Morgan’s office  

or email Intern Pastor Morgan at molson006@luthersem.edu.  
Include your name and the number attending  

ages 3 and up and ages 2 and under. 
 

Dress for the weather— 
we look forward to spending an evening together! 



 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Class 
Yes, we are meeting but are still working on putting together a schedule.  We have 
had some great discussions so far, so grab a cup of coffee and a cookie and please 
come and join us.  We meet at 8:45 each Sunday morning.  Look for a schedule to 
come out soon. 
 

 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 

“The Gospel of Mark” 
Thursday morning Bible study will continue its study the Gospel of 
Mark, which is our Sunday Gospel reading from Advent 2026 
through the season of Pentecost in 2027 (November 29, 2026, 
through November 21, 2027).  Mark is the shortest Gospel, it has no 
birth story of Jesus, and it has a rather strange and confusing end-
ing.  Both Matthew and Luke use Mark as a main source when they 
write their Gospels.  Mark uses the word “immediately” a lot and has 
something mysterious about it that we call the Messianic secret. 
 
Session 3: Mark 3   (October 1) “Trouble with a Capital T” 
Session 4: Mark 4-5   (October 8) “Parables, Boat Rides, Miracles” 
Session 5: Mark 6  (October 15) “Deep Sadness, Great Joy” 
Session 6: Mark 7  (October 22) “Lip Service Vs. Believing Hearts” 
Session 7: Mark 8  (October 29)   “Who Is This Jesus?” 
 

 
 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA) Fall Bible Study 
“Bold Faith on an Unexpected Journey” 

By the Rev. Tiffany Chaney 
In our fall Bible study, we see that faith often leads us down paths we didn’t 
expect – into wilderness places, across unfamiliar lands, and through seasons of 
grief and hope. 
 

Session 2: Choosing loyalty, finding love 
Scripture: Ruth 1:1–22; 2:8–12; 4:13-17 
Ruth, a Moabite widow, chooses to remain with her mother-in-law Naomi and step into an unknown fu-
ture. Her bold faith is revealed in loyalty, courage and openness to God’s provision. In Ruth’s story, we 
see how God weaves love, community and promise through even the most uncertain paths. This session 
invites participants to reflect on the risks of faith, the gift of relationships and the ways God works 
through everyday loyalty to bring forth extraordinary love. 
 
Please join us, ULC women and friends, on Friday, October 16, from 10:00-11:30. 
 

 
Calling All Men 

“Hope Against All Odds” 
This fall, Calling All Men is reflecting on biblical stories where there seems to be little hope but still hope 
wins the day.  This month we turn to Daniel 6. 
 
Session 2: What If Faith Puts You in Mortal Danger 
What if faith requires you to do something that causes you or the people you love 
harm, maybe even their or your life?  Daniel was asked to pray to the king instead 
of God.  He would not.  He chose to pray to God and risk harm to his life.  While it 
turns out well in the end and makes for a great story of faith, how hard might this 
be for you? 
 
Please join us on October 17 at 8:30am for prayer, breakfast pizza, and this fasci-
nating story. 
 

ULC Adult Education in October 



ULC Visitation 
Team 

Our Visitation Team will 
meet at 2:00pm, Fridays, 
October 2, 9, 16, and 30 
to visit nursing home and 

homebound members.   

They will also meet on  Friday, October 23, 
to write cards for  those same wonderful 

people. If you are interested in either               
visiting people or writing cards,                      
please feel welcome to join us! 

Fall Financial Update 
 

We fell back a lot in our income this summer and grew a larger shortfall in the          
general fund.  At the end of August, we were short $46,145 in our general fund.   
Of course, summertime months mean lower income even though ministry at ULC 
continues.  Still, in light of this larger shortfall, we ask you these two things: 
 

· Please re-start or continue your regular giving 
· Please consider an extra gift to help us catch up 

 
As part of this effort, the ULC Church Council decided to help.  They voted to move $15,000 
from the Christenson funds to the general fund.  This is a one-time financial assist that this 
council does not ever wish to repeat.  It was their hope you would see this action, and you 
would be encouraged to raise the rest of the shortfall.  Who knows?  Maybe by the end of the 
year, we can pay all $15,000 back to the Christenson fund.  That would be amazing! 
 
We thank you for your generosity throughout the year.  Please remember that whatever you can do to 
help us catch up is much appreciated.  And remember that no gift is too small. 
 

ULC Endowment Fund Moment 
 
The Mission Endowment Fund will meet Tuesday, November 3rd at 5:30pm.  They are 
open to your grant requests, so please bring them to the church office by               
Tuesday, October 20th.  The grant request form is available on our website or in the 
church office.  If you have any questions about either giving gifts to the Endowment 
Fund or applying for grants, Endowment board members are Joyce Austin, Curt              
Hanson, Mike Juntunen (chair), Kevin Meyer (treasurer), Cindy Strom, and Pastor Tom. 



Growing Our Care & Connection 
 
As I begin my time as Intern Pastor at University Lutheran, I’m excited to think about 
different ways we can grow in how we care for and stay connected with one another. 
 
So much care already happens here through visits, cards, phone calls, meals, prayers, 
and quiet acts of kindness. I’d love to build on that by developing a Care & Connec-
tion Team, with ways for people of all ages and schedules to participate. 
 
You don’t need to attend a weekly meeting or make a big-time commitment.  
You could: 
· Visit a homebound member or nursing home resident. 
· Make a birthday phone call or send a card. 
· Deliver a meal after a new baby, surgery, or loss. 
· Check in with someone who could use encouragement. 
· Bring your kids along for a visit. 
· Pray for members of our congregation. 
 
Some opportunities might take five minutes. Others might grow into lasting friendships. You can choose 
what fits your time, interests, and comfort level. 
 
Over the next few months, we’ll explore what this team could look like—and I’d love to hear from you! 
Reach out if you’d like to participate, have an idea, or already offer care that we could support. 
 
Catch me after worship, call/text or email me, or leave a note for me in the church office. You 
can simply say, “I’d like to learn more,” or “Here’s something I could help with.” 
 
Email: molson006@luthersem.edu 
Phone: 701-740-1739 
 
Together, we can help everyone in our congregation know:  
you are remembered, you are cared for, and you belong. 
 
—Intern Pastor Morgan 

ULC 8th Annual Fish Fry 
Sponsored by Calling All Men  

In-person or Drive-thru 
 

Sunday, October 11   5:00-6:30pm 
 

Whether you are in-person or drive thru,  
please sign up to reserve your meals!  Sign-up in the 

narthex or call the church office at 775-4745. 
 

MENU:  
Walleye, baked potato, baked beans,  

coleslaw, roll, and dessert.   
 

The cost of the event is a free will offering!   
All proceeds will go to ULC Men’s Group. 



October 7: hot dogs and chips 
October 14: Sloppy joes and chips 
October 21: Turkey and cheese croissant 
October 28: Meatball subs & veggies 
 
Supper is served at 5:00pm. 
Meals are still only $1 per person. 



 

Youth News 
 

Confirmation Classes 
Grades 7-9 

Here is a quick look at your schedule for October: 
· Regular Wednesday classes are October 7, 14, and 28 at 7:00. 
      We are off October 21 for NDEA. 
· Regular Sunday classes are October 4, 11, and 18, at 9:00am. 
      We are off October 25 for NDEA. 
 

 
Acolyte Class Change 

October 17 
We are calling on youth in grades 5-8 to train for this important ministry in our 
church.  The word “acolyte” means “helper”, and we need young people to help make 
our worship services more complete!  Please join us in the sanctuary for special train-
ing on Saturday, October 17, from 10:00am-12:00 noon.  Note this change in 
date! 

 
Sundaes on Wednesday 

October 7, 14, 21, 28 
Sundaes on Wednesday will meet Wednesdays in October after confirmation class from 
approximately 8:00-9:30pm.  Yes, it gets a little late during the school year.  If you want 
to come and have ice cream and work on your homework – that is fine!  Both middle 
school and high school youth are welcome.  Each week, we enjoy ice cream sundaes, 
flashlight devotions, and various fun and faith-filled activities. 
 

 
Northern Air 
October 18 

Grades 6-12, come and hang out with friends on Sunday afternoon from 4:00-7:00pm 
at Northern Air.  We will have 2 hours of jumping and other fun, and also time for pizza, 
ice cream, and a short faith moment.  Cost is $20, and ULC will pay the remainder of 
the cost.  This includes jumping, pizza and pop, ice cream, but you will need to pay for 
the arcade yourself.  Yes, of course, you may bring a friend!  Please sign up on the 
youth board, and don’t forget you need to purchase the appropriate socks ($4), and 
your parents will need to fill out a waiver online. 

Mission of the Month 
 
Our Mission of the Month in October is Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch.  All the coins, 
dollars, and checks placed into the noisy offer cans at worship will be sent to help 
bring hope and healing to at-risk youth.  In fact, the mission of the Boys and Girls 
Ranch is to help at-risk children and their families succeed in the name of 
Christ. 



WELCA October News 
 
Hello Fall, 
Well, our summer has come and gone - time for our fall events to begin. 
Our Fall Festival is scheduled for November 21st.  More info on that to 
come.  Apple pie baking and sign up sheets will be out soon.   
 
Calling all crafters! Debbie and I are looking for folks who would like to 
teach a bunch of sassy gals a craft that we can make and enjoy each oth-
er’s company, plus sell at our next fundraiser.  If you are interested, please 
contact Lara or Debbie, Co-Presidents of your Women of the ELCA group 
here at University Lutheran Church.  
 
Thank you to Judy Larson and Lara Dando for representing ULC WELCA at 
the Synodical meeting in Kulm, ND, September 26th.  Keep an eye out for 
all our upcoming events. 
 
  --Debbie Watts and Lara Dando 
    WELCA Co-presidents 
 

WOMEN  
OF THE ELCA 
Purpose  
Statement 
 

As a community of women  
created in the image of God,  
called to discipleship  
in Jesus Christ,  
and empowered by  
the Holy Spirit, 
 

We commit ourselves to  
grow in faith, affirm our gifts,  
support one another in our  
callings, engage in ministry  
and action,  and promote  
healing and wholeness  
in the Church, the society,  
and the world. 

Quilting Opportunities 
 

Tuesday Night Quilters  5:30-8:30pm 
This group focuses on quilts for fundraising,  

donations to benefits/local charities, and baptismal quilts. 
 

Thursday Quilting Group  1:00-3:00pm 
This group focuses on quilts, health kits, school kits,  

and layettes for Lutheran World Relief.   
These items are shared with our sisters & brothers around the world. 

 
All women are invited to attend. All skill levels are welcome. 

We are happy to teach you! 

Update from Eastern ND Synodical Meeting  in Kulm, ND.  

“the joy of the Lord is your strength.” Nehemiah 8:10 was the theme 
of this year’s business meeting at Zion Lutheran Church. About 26 
women met to worship together, elect officers, and learn about   pro-
grams that help our neighbors here in North Dakota and around the 
world. Noting that our Grand Forks region didn’t have a representative 
to the board, our own Judy Larson stepped up and was elected                  
GF Cluster Representative. Please pray for her and support her as she 
fulfills her duties, such as passing on information from the national 
WELCA organization to our local churches.  

Volunteers Needed 
Tuesday Night Quilters are looking               
for a few people to cut fabric into quilt 
kits.  This can be done on your                  
schedule and at home.  Fabric and   
instructions could be picked up, cut  
and then the kit returned for our               
sewers to complete. 
We are also looking for a couple indi-
viduals to hand bind completed quilts.  
If you are interested, please call 
Seanne Voracek at the church office. 



University Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting 

September 22, 2026 
 
Members Present: Jessi Saylor, LeAnn Barendt, Katie Hess, Matt Solberg, John Neal,                 
Kevin Meyer, Dan Melberg, Jamie Boe, Joanna Pearson, Chris Rydland, Pastor Tom Colenso 
 
Devotions: Read from Philippians Chapter 2  
 
Minutes from August 18, 2026: Approved  
 
Treasurer’s Report: August report approved.  
 
Pastor’s Report: covered in old and new business topics below 
 
Old Business: 

· Kitchen Remodel – the group continues to work on finalizing layout/design. Meeting again on                      
September 24. We have preliminary cost numbers to review. Are on track to have a proposal ready  
for the annual meeting.   

· Internship – Morgan Olson has started. She will be preaching one Sunday and one Wednesday a 
month. Please join us in welcoming Morgan!  

· Congregational Financial Challenge – The general fund is in deficit by $46,145.  So, we discussed a 
one-time movement of money from the Christenson funds to the general fund.  There was a motion, 
second, and approval to move $15,000 and to challenge the congregation to help us catch up the 
rest. 

· Narthex Piano – looking to rehome the piano this fall.  
· Eastern ND Synod – our synod is currently experiencing tension.  ULC has not been involved in this            

to date, and we hope things will resolve soon. 
 
New Business 

· Family Event #1: Blizzard Bingo - Sunday, September 27 at 5:30pm 
· Homecoming Parade – We have an entry in the parade, which is Saturday, October 3. We are                 

gathering people to help at church, as well as walkers for the parade.  
· Trunk or Treat – ULC parking lot on Saturday, October 31 from 3-5pm. We are looking for people with 

“trunks” to participate. Please let Jen know if you are interested! 
· Nativity – We received another one that we will be put up outside this year. 
· God’s Work Our Hands – Wednesday, September 23, downtown at Town’s Square.  

 
Ministry Reports:  

Education: Classes have started on Wednesdays and Sundays.  

Property: Parking lot has been striped. Thank you to Paul Endres. 

Worship: Communion will be intinction only on Wednesdays through the end of the year. 

Youth: Busy Bags are back! The youth helped put new ones together. Sundays on Wednesdays are going 
great.  National Youth Gathering is next year (2027). Will start planning soon.  

Mission Endowment: Nothing to report 

WELCA: Annual Fall Festival is planned for Saturday, November 21, including a baked potato bar.                       
The Christmas Brunch is scheduled for Saturday, December 5.  

ULC Men’s Group: Fish Fry will be held on Sunday, October 11.  

 
Next meeting will be Tuesday, October 20, 2026, at 6:30pm 
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WORSHIP & EVENT SCHEDULE 
 
SUNDAY CLASSES & WORSHIP  
  8:45am   Adult Class 
  9:00am   Church School (Pre-K - Grade 6) 
10:00am   WORSHIP 
11:00am   Fellowship 
 

WEDNESDAY WITH JESUS 
5:00pm   Supper   
6:00pm   WORSHIP & WWJ (Pre-K - Grade 6) 
7:00pm   Chapel Choir Rehearsal 
7:00pm   Confirmation (Grades 7-9) 
8:00pm   Sundaes on Wednesday (Youth Group) 
  
Sundaes on Wednesdays 
October 7, 14, 21 and 28   8:00pm 
 
Chapel Choir Rehearsal 
October 7, 14, and 21   7:00pm 

Thursday Morning Bible Study 
October 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29     9:30am 
 
WELCA Bible Study 
Friday, October 16    10:00am 
 
Calling All Men 
Saturday, October 17   8:30am 
 
8th Annual Fish Fry 
Sunday, October 11   5:00-6:30pm 
 
Fall Fun at the Patch on the Point 
Friday, October 16     5:30pm 
 
Trunk or Treat 
Saturday, October 31  3:00-5:00pm 
 
See inside for much more! 


