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Too many people associated with University Lutheran Church have died in recent months.  Since the middle of August, 
we have said goodbye to 10 of our people who have passed away.  One of them, Ken Dawes, asked his son, Chris, in 
the hospital one night, something like this, “Tell me, again about heaven.”  I have been thinking about this question ever 
since, and because this coming Sunday, November 1st, is All Saints’ Day, I thought it would be good to write a little 
something about heaven.  Of course, as the song says, we can only imagine, until that day we ourselves leave this mortal 
world behind. 
 
Some of the images we often get about heaven are maybe not exactly true.  For example, are there really pearly gates 
and golden streets?  In Revelation 21:21, it does say this about heaven: “And the twelve gates are twelve pearls, each 
of the gates is a single pearl, and the street of the city is pure gold, transparent as glass.”  While these verses are clear 
and one might say they are true, this is something we cannot know. Furthermore, maybe it doesn’t really matter.  Perhaps 
the Bible describes heaven with precious gems like pearls and a precious metals like gold simply to say that heaven is 
truly amazing. 
 
What about Peter?  As we often hear, will St. Peter really meet you at the gates of heaven?  This comes from Matthew 
16:16, when Peter confesses that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.  In response to Peter’s faithful answer, 
Jesus says in Matthew 16:19: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.”  This is what the church refers to as 
“the power of the keys”.  What this does is give to Peter and those who come after him the authority to forgive sins.  
Yet it has often been reduced to poor Peter having to tend the pearly gates waiting to let Christians of all times and 
places into heaven. 
 
Instead, I prefer to focus on relational things when it comes to heaven.  For example, Isaiah 25:6-9 speaks about heaven 
as a giant feast for all people.  Picture as far as the eye can see, tables set with delicious food and beverage for people 
to eat and drink.  What is more relational than sharing a supper with the Lord and with all the people of God?  Isn’t that 
more appealing than pearly gates and golden streets?  And while we are eating that feast, the Bible says God is eating 
too.  God is swallowing up death, destroying it forever, while wiping away the tears from our eyes and the sadness from 
our lives. 
 
Nels Ellertson, longtime ULC member who died at 101 years old, once told me he had a vision of heaven just like this.  
He said that when he died, he was walking through a beautiful grassy meadow.  At the end of the meadow was a hill 
which he had to climb.  When he got to the top of the hill, he saw picnic tables full of food and people as far as the eye 
could see.  At the tables closest to him, he saw all his family who had died and were now with Jesus.  As he looked at 
them, one member of his family said: “Welcome, Nels! What took you so long?”  Nels and I agreed that God gave him 
this amazing vision of heaven. 
 
Revelation 21:1-5 is my favorite image of heaven.  It is entirely relational.  It says: “See, the home of God is among 
mortals.  He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and be their God; he will 
wipe every tear from their eyes.  Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more.”  In this beautiful 
Scripture passage, we discover that heaven means we are forever with God and his people.  We discover that heaven 
means God takes away all our earthly struggles.  We discover as it says in Revelation 21:5 that heaven means our bodies, 
lives, and spirits are new. 
 
Over the years, for some reason heaven has been associated with people sitting on clouds and playing harps.  Such an 
image is not biblical.  What is biblical according to Revelation 21 is that when we go to heaven, we see the Lord, we live 
with the Lord, and we have fellowship with the Lord and with one another.  This is a beautiful image of a life with God 
where relationships are healed, and where the people of God gather together to worship the Lord and feast on his 
goodness.  Maybe picnic tables, food and drink, and people as far as the eye can see, really is an amazing picture of 
heaven and eternal life for us. 
 
We can only imagine…and believe!  You are in my prayers,  
 



 

 
                                   

                                   Worship 
 

All Saints’ Sunday - Special Recognition Service 
All Saint’s Sunday is November 1 at 10:00am. On this day, we recognize the saints of the church. 
Properly speaking, saints are people who have faith in Jesus Christ and his saving work on the 
cross. This is our time we remember members and friends who in the past year have died with 
this faith, and those who we baptized into this faith.  This recognition includes lighting white and 
red candles on the altar, as well as the presentation of white and red carnations to the families 
who are grieving the death or celebrating the baptism of loved ones. 
   
 

Veterans Day 2026 - November 11 
This year Veterans Day, November 11, falls on a Wednesday.  While this is regular Wednesday worship, 
we will have special recognition and prayers for any active or retired members of our armed services.  
Please join us as we say THANK YOU to you for your service! 

 
 

New Member Events - November 15 and 18 
We will receive people into our ULC family on Sunday, November 15, and Wednesday, 
November 18.  If you would like to become a member of ULC or you know someone who 
would, please contact Pastor Tom or the church office.  We will be hosting a New Member 
Orientation on Thursday, November 12, at 6:30pm in the church lounge. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 
Thank You, Lord, for People Places, and Things 

November 25 
Please join us Wednesday, November 25, for this special Thanksgiving Eve worship.  The them 
is “Thank the Lord for People, Places and Things”!  This year everyone gets involved in the 
service by making personal lists on the bulletin of people, places and things for which they are 
thankful. This service of thanksgiving is divided in three sections with a meditation, song, and 
Bible reading for each section.  The ULC Church Choir will be singing too. 

 
The Ministry of Worship will serve soup and bread supper with pumpkin dessert before worship at 5:00, and worship 
will begin at 6:00.  We will collect food for the food pantry as well. May we suggest canned soup, canned fruits 
and vegetables, cold cereal, peanut butter, jelly, boxed or canned meals, spaghetti sauce, noodles, and 
boxed desserts. 
 

Ministry of the Month 
This month we are doing something a little different.  We are raising money for a neighbor, Adrain 
Walker and his family, who are facing an unimaginable loss after a house fire destroyed their home.  
This family of 7 lost everything, including the place where 2 of the grandkids had grown up and 
made so many memories.  All the money we collect in our Noisy Offering for the month of November 
will go toward helping this family with temporary housing, clothing, shoes, food, toiletries, personal 
belongings, and other everyday essentials while they search for a new place to live and begin 
rebuilding their lives. 

 

Decorating for Advent and Christmas - Deck the Halls! 
Please join us on Sunday, November 29 at 12:00pm to decorate the sanctuary and 
the church for Christmas.  There will be caramel rolls and fruit served at 11:15, and 
after we get done eating, we will get busy and put up trees, wreaths, garlands, nativity 
scenes, and more.  It’s a really fun family way to begin the holiday season by helping 
to make the church look festive. 

 



 

 
Love Feast 

Tuesday, November 24 
This is the 25th year of Love Feast! Wow, what a great legacy! ULC has been active serving 
one monthly meal for all these years. This meal is a wonderful opportunity for churches 
to provide delicious food for a wide variety of people. We do this at Zion United Methodist 
on 24th Avenue South in Grand Forks. The meal is served on Tuesday, November 24 from 
5:30-6:30 pm.  Once again, we will serve turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, corn, roll, 
and pumpkin dessert.  Please stay tuned for further details later in the month of 
November, and when we ask for volunteers, let us know if you might be able to help. 

 

ULC Visitation Team 
Christian Care and Love 

Each Friday the Visitation Team meets at church at 2:00pm to head out and visit our nursing home 
and homebound members.  If you would like to be part of this ministry you are more than welcome!  
We need visitors!  Please come to a meeting and ask questions about visitation.  You may even tag 
along as team members make visits to see how it works. 
 
Also, please join us for a special meeting on Friday, November 13, at 1:00pm, and we will 
write cards to all our homebound and nursing home friends for Thanksgiving. 
 

 

              Soaring Like Eagles 
 

Just a Little Fun 
We are looking to have a little fun this year with our eagle theme.  Did you look at the eagle trivia 
in September?  Now in November, here is some fun with eagles: 

 
 

How Many Tiny Little Jesus’ Can You Count? 
Since Lent, we have had some fun with those tiny little rubber Jesus figurines this 
year.  We teased that everyone needs a little Jesus.  On the other hand, we like to 
say as followers of Jesus that we have Jesus in our hearts.  So, for the fun of it, the 
question we have for you is: 
 

“How many tiny little rubber Jesus’ fit into an eagle juice carafe? 
 

You will find this carafe in the narthex with sheets of paper to guess how many tiny 
little rubber Jesus’s are in it.  The winner gets a beautiful eagle suncatcher.  You may 
guess on the following dates: November 4, 8, 11 and 15. Thanks to Joyce and Kevin 
Austin for loaning us the juice carafe. 
 

 
Where’s Regal the Eagle? 

“Where’s Waldo” has nothing on “Where’s Regal the Eagle?”  Your task is to find where 
our Regal the Eagle is each Sunday and Wednesday.  When you find it, you can find Pastor 
Tom, Seanne, Jen, or Morgan, and you will receive a fun size Hershey chocolate bar.  Regal 
the Eagle may be hiding on the main floor, upstairs, or in the lower level.  We will place an 
“X” on any door where there is no chance Regal will be hiding from you.  Thank you to 
Genny and Gary Olson for loaning us Regal!  You can look for Regal on the following dates: 
 

November 11, 15, 18, 22, 25 and 29 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Class 
Yes, we are meeting!  Right now, we are having discussions about the Sunday worship texts.  So, grab a cup 
of coffee and a cookie and please come and join us.  We meet at 8:45 each Sunday morning. 
 

 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 

“The Gospel of Mark” 
Thursday morning Bible study will conclude its study the Gospel of Mark, which is our Sunday Gospel readings 
from Advent 2026 through the season of Pentecost in 2027 (November 29, 2026, through November 21, 
2027).  It’s never too late to join us!  We meet Thursday mornings at 9:30. 
 

 
Women of the ELCA (WELCA) Fall Bible Study 

“Bold Faith on an Unexpected Journey” 
By the Rev. Tiffany Chaney 

 
In our fall Bible study, we see that faith often leads us down paths we didn’t expect – 
into wilderness places, across unfamiliar lands, and through seasons of grief and hope. 
 
Session 3: Proclaiming resurrection in hope 
Scripture: John 20:1–18 
Mary Magdalene’s journey transitions from that of a grieving friend to the first preacher of the good news, 
after she shows up at the empty tomb and encounters the risen Jesus. Her story declares that women are 
entrusted to carry resurrection hope into a hurting world. This session encourages participants to recognize 
their own call to bear witness and to proclaim hope in Christ. 
 
Please join us, ULC women and friends, on Friday, November 13, from 10:00-11:30. 
 

 
Calling All Men 

“Hope Against All Odds” 
 
This fall, Calling All Men is reflecting on biblical stories where there seems to be little hope 
but still hope wins the day.  This month we turn to the Apostle Paul. 

 
Session 3: Singing Through Sad Times 
You may not be a singer, but we all likely sing a song or whistle a tune when we feel happy.  But can we sing 
that same song or whistle that same tune through a hard or sad time.  We will hear a story about how Paul 
sings his way through a hard time, and while doing so God reaches out to save him.  It’s a great story with 
a wonderful ending that should make us all sing! 
 
Please join us, ULC men and friends, on Saturday, November 14, at 8:30am. 
 
 



2:00   Visitation Team

2:00   
Visitation Team

 

 

 

 

2:00   Visitation Team 

2:00   Visitation Team 

Thank you for the warm welcome to University! Over these first weeks, I’ve enjoyed 
visiting Bible studies and other groups, getting to know you, and learning about the 
rhythms of worship and life in this congregation. I’ve even learned a few things about 
frying fish! Each conversation has helped me feel more at home and learn a little more 
about the people who make University the community it is. 

I’m also getting involved in our care, connection, and visitation ministry, and I look forward to making more 
visits in the coming month. If you would appreciate a visit—or know someone who would—please reach 
out. Whether you’re navigating a difficult season, finding it harder to get to church, or would simply enjoy 
some conversation, I’d love to connect. 

As November unfolds, we’ll also begin looking 
toward Advent and our theme, “Ready or Not.” 
There always seems to be something else to 
prepare, finish, or figure out this time of year. Yet 
Advent invites us to pause and notice what God is 
stirring among us, even while so much feels 
unfinished. 

Ready or not, God comes near. Into our busy 
schedules, our unanswered questions, our joy, and 
our weariness. We’ll make room together to listen, 
to wonder, and to notice signs of hope taking shape 
in our lives and in the world. 

I’m grateful to be here with you, and I look forward 
to all we’ll share in the months ahead. 

Intern Pastor Morgan 

 

Fall Financial Update 
By now you have received your special mailing with our “Catch Up” fund request.  The ULC 
Church Council is so appreciative of your support of our shared ministry through the years.  For 
over 75 years now we served the Lord Jesus Christ in this community as part of the body of 
Christ, and we continue to do so in all kinds of important ways.  Please help us however you are 
able as we together seek to overcome this year’s financial challenge.  No gift is too small! 

 
At the end of September, our general fund shortfall was $33,215, but the “Catch Up” funds will be coming throughout 
November and December.  May God bless you and ULC too! 
 

ULC Endowment Fund Moment 
The Mission Endowment Fund meets Tuesday, November 3, at 5:30pm.  They will be looking at the recent performance 
of our endowments and considering grants.  If you have any questions about giving gifts to the Endowment Fund or 
applying for grants, Endowment board members are Joyce Austin, Curt Hanson, Mike Juntunen (chair), Kevin Meyer 
(treasurer), Cindy Strom, and Pastor Tom. 
 



 

 

 
Confirmation Sunday Amazing! 

We had 10 young women and men affirm their baptisms on Sunday, 
October 25, and at the same time, we confirmed their faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  It was an amazing day full of beautiful music, the Word of 
God, the faith of these young people, and a really fun cupcake and punch 
reception.   Here are the names of our confirmands: 
 

Brynn Bailly   Paige Fiala   Addie Schmaltz 
Ryder Blasky   Halle Frederikson  Brycen Schroeder 
Evie Farmer   Izzy Hess   Cooper Splichal 

     James Machart  
 

 
Confirmation Classes in November 

Wednesday classes are set for November 4, 11 and 18, and Sunday classes are November 1, 8, 15, and 
22. There are no classes on November 25 and 29 due to the Thanksgiving holiday.  Please come to class 
and don’t forget to come to worship and complete your worship notes. 
 

 
Sundaes on Wednesdays 

The anchor for our youth program has become our Sundaes on Wednesdays each week after 
confirmation.  Please join us on November 4, 11, and 18 in November.  We will take 
November 25 off for the Thanksgiving holiday.  Each week we begin with ice cream sundaes 
with delicious toppings, have some sort of activity, and finally, close with flashlight devotions. 

 
 

ELCA National Youth Gathering - November 4 
We are signing up Wednesday, November 4, at 8:00pm, to attend the ELCA National Youth Gathering in 
Minneapolis on June 25-July 2.  Youth who are currently in grades 8-12 are eligible to go.  Parents and 
youth should gather this night to fill out forms and begin to make our plans for this journey.  Of course, 
we all know Minneapolis well, but youth gatherings are spectacular!  You will worship with thousands and 
thousands of youth, hear great speakers, enjoy a service project, spend time with your friends and make 
new friends, grow your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and have a ton of fun.  There will even be surprise 
fun we will announce later. 
 
 

Northern Air - November 15 
Grades 6-12, come and hang out with friends on Sunday afternoon from 4:00-7:00pm at 
Northern Air.  We will have 2 hours of jumping and other fun, and also time for pizza, ice 
cream, and a short faith moment.  Cost is $20, and ULC will pay the remainder of the cost.  
This includes jumping, pizza and pop, ice cream, but you will need to pay for the arcade 
yourself.  Yes, of course, you may bring a friend!  Please sign up on the youth board, and 
don’t forget you need to purchase the appropriate socks ($4), and your parents will need 
to fill out a waiver online. 
 
 

2026 God’s Creation Calendars 
We have 50 of the beautiful God’s Creation calendars which have become popular with many people.  The 
cost is $10 per calendar or $25 for 3 calendars.  We can order more if necessary.  The calendars are in the 
office, and all money will go to fund ULC Youth ministry. 
 



 

 

 



 

 

WELCA NEWS NOVEMBER 2026 

Dear faithful women of ULC, 

November is a time to give thanks for all the blessings we have received over the past year, 
and thanks to you all, we have a lot to be thankful for. The Women of the ELCA group here 
at ULC has had two amazing fundraisers and have contributed to Lutheran World Relief 
efforts through quilts and school, baby and personal care kits. In fact, Fran Sailer reported 
that on October 22nd, we sent out 31 school kits, 20 personal care kits, 50 quilts and 12 
baby care kits to LWR! Wow! That is something to gobble-gobble about! 

Upcoming events here at our church: 

 Fall Festival on November 21st from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. Lunch costs $10.00 and it includes a 
baked potato with all the fixings, coffee/water, roll, veggies and dessert.  There will be a bake sale, 
quilt and craft sale and much, much more! We will be raffling off a winter themed quilt, a fall table 
topper and 12 baskets of goodies too for $1.00 a chance. Volunteers to help us set up and serve, 
make some goodies for the bake sale, and/or attend the event are encouraged. And remember, 
“Fall for Jesus – He never leaves!” 

 Christmas Brunch is scheduled for December 5, 2026, from 9:30 to 11:00 am. Come and enjoy this 
free event to get yourself and your loved ones into the holiday spirit! 

Please contact Lara or Debbie for more information or if you have any questions. 

Happy Thanksgiving to you all and see you November 21st at the Fall Festival!  

Lara Dando and Debbie Watts, Co-Presidents 

 

WELCA Fall Festival 

Saturday, November 21      

11:00am -1:00pm 
 

Luncheon: $10.00 
 
Menu: Baked Potato Bar, 
Veggie Tray, Roll, Dessert  
and Beverage 
 
Holiday Bake Sale 
Quilt & Basket Raffle 
Quilt & Craft Sale  

 



 

University Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting  

October 20, 2026 
 
 
Members Present: Jessi Saylor, LeAnn Barendt, Katie Hess, Matt Solberg, John Neal, Kevin Meyer,             
Dan Melberg, Jamie Boe, Joanna Pearson, Chris Rydland, Evonne Lopez, Pastor Morgan Olson,                      
Pastor Tom Colenso 
 
Devotions: Read from John Chapter 8 
 
Minutes from September 22, 2026: Approved  
 
Treasurer’s Report: September report approved.  
 
Pastor’s Report: "Catch Up" letter has been sent out. Morgan's internship is off to a great start. 10 youth 
are being confirmed this Sunday, October 25.  
 
Intern Pastor's Report: Things are going well and Morgan is getting to know the congregation. She 
splits her time between ULC and St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Honeyford.  
 
Old Business: 

 Kitchen Remodel – No new updates. Next meeting is October 22.  
 One-Time Congregational Financial Challenge – “Catch Up” letter went out this week 
 Narthex Piano – has a new home!  
 Eastern ND Synod – the executive board continues to work on the tension within the Synod 

 
New Business 

 Couches in Lounge – having discussions on potentially replacing the current pieces in the lounge 
 

Ministry Reports:  
 
Education: The UND Homecoming Parade went well. Thanks to all who helped making that a success! 
Trunk or Treat planning is well underway; the event is occurring Saturday, October 31 from 3-5pm. If you'd 
like to participate, let Jen know. 
Property: Looking at options to help with the issue with water in the basement when we get heavy rain.  
Worship: Nothing to report 
Youth: Sundays on Wednesdays are going well. The National Youth Gathering is in Minneapolis in 2027, 
working to get around 20 kids to attend.  
Mission Endowment: Nothing to report 
WELCA: The Honor Flight returns home November 3; WELCA will be handing out cookies. Pie baking day 
is set for November 15. The Annual Fall Festival will take place Saturday, November 21, including a basket 
raffle and baked potato bar. The Christmas Brunch is scheduled for Saturday, December 5.  
Lutheran World Relief kits are going out – 31 school kits, 20 personal care kits, 50 quilts, and 12 baby care 
kits.  
ULC Men’s Group: Fish Fry was another success, serving 209 people! Love Feast will be on November 24. 
If you would like to volunteer for that, let Dan or Kevin know.   
 
Next meeting will be Tuesday, November 17, 2026, at 6:30pm 
 
 



 

 

 

Thursday, November 12 at United Lutheran Church 

324 Chestnut Street, Grand Forks, ND at 7:30 p.m. 

Thanksgiving Together 
 
Join us as we introduce our newest neighbors and recent refugees to the 
tradition Thanksgiving on November 16, 6:00-7:30pm at United 
Lutheran Church 324 Chestnut Street.  University Lutheran will be there to 
help serve the meal and provide a vegetable for 200 people.  We could use 
5-6 people to help for sure. 

 
The meal will be turkey, stuffing, vegetables, bread, gravy, and pie.  The evening will include conversation, 
live music, and a greeting from the Global Friends Coalition.  Elevator access is at door #2.  A free will 
offering will be collected to support Global Friends Coalition. 
 
This event is sponsored by the ELCA Lutheran Churches of Greater Grand Forks, Family of God (ELCA/UCC), 
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, and Christus Rex Lutheran Center. 
 
Please sign up in the narthex if you want to serve the meal, or if you are simply coming for the 
meal.  
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WORSHIP & EVENT SCHEDULE 
 
SUNDAY CLASSES & WORSHIP     WELCA Bible Study 
8:45am  Adult Class       Friday, November 13    10:00am 
9:00am  Church School (Pre-K – Grade 6) 
10:00am  WORSHIP       Calling All Men 
11:00am  Fellowship       Saturday, November 14    8:30am 
 
WEDNESDAY WITH JESUS      WELCA Fall Festival 
5:00pm  Supper        Saturday, November 21    11:00am-1:pm 
6:00pm  WORSHIP/WWJ 
7:00pm  Chapel Choir Rehearsal      LOVE FEAST @Zion United Methodist 
7:00pm  Confirmation (Grades 7-9)     Tuesday, November 24    5:00pm 
8:00pm  Sundaes on Wednesday (Youth Group) 
         Thanksgiving Together @ United LC 
Sundaes on Wednesdays      Monday, November 16    6:00-7:30pm 
November 4, 11 and 18    8:00pm 
         Thanksgiving Eve  
Thursday Morning Bible Study     Thank You, Lord, for People, Places, and Things 
November 5, 12 and 19    9:30am     Wednesday, November 25   

Supper - 5:00pm     Worship – 6:00pm 

 

Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation  Youth Minister: Phoebe Burke 
Missionaries: Willie and Anne Langdji   Administrative Assistant: Seanne Voracek 
Pastor: Thomas W. Colenso    Choir Director: Mary Splichal 
Intern Pastor: Morgan Olson    Organists: Lauri Shimpa, Jane Traub 
Education Coordinator: Jen Cummings   Custodians: Don and Heather Miller 

UNIVERSITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2122 University Avenue 
Grand Forks ND 582023 
 

www.universitylutherangf.org 
Phone: 701-775-4745 
Email: ulcoffice@midconetwork.com 


